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The Baltic University Programme 
– (post) Covid-19 challenges and 
opportunities
The year 2020 is coming to an end, and so is the BUP strategy 2017-2020. The year that has been full of 
changes which have influenced our everyday lives as well as the work within the BUP.  Working in the field of 
sustainable development makes you look at the current Covid-19 pandemic from several perspectives and 
you end up with a long list of reflections. Many countries, cities, and areas around the world, including the 
Baltic Sea Region, adopt/ed restrictions to minimize the spread of coronavirus and/or launched campaigns 
urging people to keep distance and stay home as much as possible.  This has had an effect on the environment; 
we have seen a decrease in emissions of pollutants into the atmosphere. There has been an improvement in 
air quality,  blue skies, clear water and cleaner beaches, the oil industry and airlines are floundering in this new 
world,  and at the same time carbon emissions are falling fast.

The pandemic and the turmoil it caused highlighted two notions that are highly relevant to our mission to 
advance a stable climate, sustainable resource use, and fair economies: resilience and inequality. The experi-
ence of a lack of planning and preparation for the pandemic demonstrated the importance of the former: the 
ability of human systems to anticipate, cope, and adapt. Resilience is also critical for how the world responds 
to climate change.  We have also witnessed the tremendous impact of inequality: the pandemic and its conse-
quences hit the poor the hardest. There is a need to successfully plan for and adapt to risks that we already 
know might, or are likely to, occur.  As the governments of (not only) our region have a strong economic in-
terest to keep individuals, businesses, and economies alive, the current challenges could act as an incentive to 
pave the way to a more sustainable economy and to support the transition to clean energy, instead of locking 
us into a high-carbon future.  All in all we can see Covid-19 as an example of the importance of understanding 
human-environment relationships. Its consequences spur a discussion about the complex and close connec-
tions among humans as consumers, between humans and those animals they consume,  and how they cohabit 
in space and time. 

The coronavirus outbreak has caused millions of people in our region to work from home.  Since spring this 
has also been the case for many of the colleagues in the Baltic University Programme. It meant as well that 
some of the planned BUP activities have been postponed and some have been moved on-line, which forced 
us to (finally) learn how to be best friends with Zoom, Skype, Google Meet, Microsoft Teams etc. Moving an 
increasing number of activities on-line represents a kind of a “paradigm shift” and a challenge for universities 
and scholars both when it comes to education and to research. It also raises questions such as:

“How to get people to actually participate 
and actively engage in virtual meetings and 
conferences?” 
This is one of several challenges that we do work with at the office. 
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To cite an example at hand, having the BUP Symposium 2020 online, instead of meeting in person in Visby, 
Sweden, as planned, turned out in general well,  of course some lessons to be learned.  For us it is both a steep 
learning curve and a way to revisit our past of working online and remotely across long distances. In the 1990s 
the BUP connected members of academia through satellite seminars.  Now we are again interconnecting the 
teachers,  researchers,  and students of the Baltic region with the help of technology and it shows that we 
were on the right track 30 years ago,  and still are.  We plan to have several space bridges  in 2021 - Celebrat-
ing BUP´s 30th anniversary -  focusing on discussions around the ten BUP Themes. Each event will be hosted 
by a BUP National Centre. Read more about this in an article in this Newsletter and stay in touch for more 
upcoming info on our web.

In general, we need to develop our online presence through our BUP activities.  We do not mean to substitute 
physical events by online ones,  but to add the latter to the BUP agenda.  There are several reasons for it.

How do we view the world and our own lifestyle in the wake of the pandemic?  We don’t know the answer 
yet, and, in some respects, we don’t even know the right questions to ask, as we move toward a post-pandemic 
society. Will the pandemic continue to change the way we live, from the way we build and live in cities, through 
the role of rural areas, lifestyles, and how we move between countries and continents, to how we as scholars 
conduct research and the means and methods we use in education? It is relevant to ask these questions also 
with regard to the BUP and its work. 

How is the pandemic going to influence the future of the BUP?

Currently,  the BUP Coordinating Secretariat focuses on what has been achieved during the 2017-2020 period, 
pausing to reflect on and to evaluate all parts of the past Strategic Plan.  Experiences,  Knowledge,  Visions,  and 
Reality will build the platform for planning the new period – the BUP Strategy 2021-2025.

It is important that we work on and figure out together what form our cooperation shall take and that we 
learn what kind of support you need and what activities you would appreciate from the BUP.  This is exactly 
what is under the BUP’s current radar.  We will turn to all 89 BUP universities to get your response and opin-
ion on BUP’s Future Plans – exciting!

In the meantime, I sincerely hope that you and your close ones are safe in this challenging and uncertain time.  
And let us try,  together,  to see it also as a time of new opportunities!

Madeleine Granvik
Director,  Associate Professor
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The BUP Symposium 2020

The goal of the scientific conference, which focuses on the 
ten BUP Themes, is to facilitate the spread and sharing of new 
findings and ideas among researchers and students in the Baltic 
Sea Region, pertaining mainly to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). It has also the potential to become an arena for 
future cooperations leading to innovations that have the power 
to initiate changes and transformations in society.  The United 
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development contains 
17 goals with respective indicators to monitor progress.  The 
academic and research community represents a crucial group 
of stakeholders who can strongly support the achievement of 
the SDGs.  Whether it is at the global, regional, or local lev-
el, universities can contribute in multiple ways;  through the 
generation of knowledge, innovations, data, technical analyses, 
and,  above all, by training the next generation of students in 
building a sustainable future. The Baltic University Programme 
participates in these efforts as a regional actor.

In late August, the Baltic University Programme held the BUP Symposium 2020, which was moved 
on-line due to health concerns combined with travel restrictions.  The arrangement was hosted by 
The BUP Coordinating Secretariat in Uppsala for the first part, the second part hosted by the BU-
PRaP office in Hamburg.  The focus areas of the symposium were:  The BUP Research Forum: Re-
search and Innovation for a Sustainable Baltic Sea Region (taking place from 25th to 26th August 
2020); and: 5th World Symposium on Sustainable Development at Universities.  

1

2

BUP Research Forum:
Research and Innovation for a 
Sustainable Baltic Sea Region

5th World Symposium on 
Sustainable Development at 

Universities 

Tuesday 25th of August
Wednesday 26th of August 

Thursday 27th of August
Friday 28th of August

Above: Technical hosts Marketa and Joel, giving support Sustainable 
Water Resources panel and Circular Economy panel at the BUP 
Symposium 2020. Photo by: Pontus Ambros

To the left, below: Technical host Dusan giving support to Theme 
Coordinator Henner Busch running the Urban-Rural Development 
panel at the BUP Symposium 2020. Photo by: Pontus Ambros
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Working for sustainability in the Baltic Sea Region context requires an inter- and transdisciplinary approach to 
overcome challenges and to create new possibilities.  The BUP Research Forum at the BUP Symposium 2020, 
held on-line in August last summer, documents and promotes scholarly research that stresses sustainability 
challenges. It also shows how efforts within different research fields can contribute to the implementation of 
sustainability in the Baltic Sea Region. It is great to see that so many researchers submitted their abstracts to 
the BUP Research Forum. As many as 84 oral presentations were held at the Symposium, while the number 
of the researchers involved in the presented research is around 219 people. On top of that, we published a 
poster session on our website. One of the outcomes of the research forum is the Book of Abstracts that 
represents a collection of the presented research.  We are also coordinating and supporting the publishing of 
several full articles in different journals. You are warmly welcome to watch the recordings of some of the top 
conference presentations on our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/Balticuniversity).

Our hope is to establish active research networks within this group of people and to extend the cooperation 
to include even more researchers. Together as academics and a research community, we can contribute to the 
achievement of the SDGs.

We would like to thank once again to all our speakers, organizers, and volunteers, who made this event pos-
sible. 

August 24 - 28, 2020

BUP Symposium 2020:
Research and Innovation for a Sustainable Baltic Sea Region

www.balticuniv.uu.se, #bupsymposium2020

Thank you!

BUP director Madeleine Granvik, giving the opening speech at the BUP 
Symposium 2020. Photo by: Ulrika Jansson Klintberg

Technical host Markella, giving support to Theme Coordinator Joakim Ekman 
running the Sustainable Societies panel at the BUP Symposium 2020. Photo 
by: Pontus Ambros

https://www.balticuniv.uu.se/bup-resources/bup-symposium-2020/
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New BUP project:  
Digital at home: new steps in 
internationalization of education
We are happy to inform that the BUP has received support from the Swedish Institute.  The Swedish Institute is a 
government agency that works to increase the outside world’s interest to Sweden and promotes cooperation and 
long-term relations with other countries by supporting among others educational projects. 

This grant was given to the project “Digital at home: new steps in internationalization of education”. Internationali-
zation has become one of the main priorities for universities and other educational establishments.  As it is widely 
discussed, most universities work on the implementation of this notion into their structure and work. At the same 
time, digitalization of education has been on the agenda for many years. And a need for digitalization became urgent 
due to recent circumstances brought on by Covid-19.
 
Thus, this new project will deal with Internationalization of higher education, aiming at rethinking the concept of 
internalization and how it is being conducted in education at universities. The project will touch upon the concept of 
Internationalization at Home, Internationalization of Learning and Teaching, and Virtual Exchange with the main focus 
on enhancing the digitalization of education. 

The partners will develop and apply a relevant methodology for internationalization and virtualization on the the-
matic areas of Climate Change and Baltic Sea Regional Studies. Working in international groups the partners will use 
existing, or develop new digitalized content for the courses, integrating them in their existing syllabi at university. Fur-
thermore, the piloting of two semi-virtual course and virtual exchange will be done by the partners. The project will 
result in a guidebook for on-line internationalised teaching, which will be spread among BUP participating universities.

In the spring of 2020, the BUP originally intended to kick-off the BUP student ambassador program. Due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the start has been slightly postponed, in part because we cannot have the events where this program was 
planned to be promoted. Instead, this issue of the BUP newsletter is used as an informal call for students that would 
like to be a BUP student ambassador. We are looking for passionate BUP students, that has taken part in a BUP event 
and would be interested in organizing local BUP events.
 

Looking for more BUP student ambassadors
The ambassador program aims to recruit students from BUP Member Universities to promote the programme at their 
home university and assist the local BUP staff in their work. The idea is to create a network with engaged students, 
that can support the programme and recruit new students to courses, conferences and other events. In return, ambas-
sadors will receive a travel grant to participate in a BUP activity.

Would like to be our ambassador? Do you know of any student that would be great as a BUP student ambassador? 
Contact Pontus Ambros for more information.

Text by: Lyudmyla Babak
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Our vision is to create an interdisciplinary pool of study modules that address sustainability and which all 
students of the Baltic Sea Region can benefit from.

Jumping into the ocean of 
sustainability 
– the BUP Module Pool in progress

Our approach: One year ago, Greifswald University, the University of Applied Sciences Zittau/Görlitz, the Uni-
versity of Rostock (BUP participating universities from Germany) and Eberswalde University of Sustainable 
Development (associate member) have joined forces to develop this vision. By each providing two modules 
(approx. 6-8 ECTS) already existing at their universities for the module pool, an interdisciplinary mix of diffe-
rent aspects of sustainability was accomplished. The short-term goal is to make these courses available for all 
students at the participating universities in a digital format (as videos or video conferences) and thus suitable 
for remote learning. All courses are offered in English to ensure the possibility to expand the module pool to 
other BUP universities (mid-term goal). Furthermore, we aim to enlarge the course offer for international stu-
dents and provide the opportunity for all students to develop their sustainability expertise and language skills. 

Reporting from Greifswald, one of our contributions to the module pool is a course in which students inde-
pendently develop a project and present their concept as a video they shoot and edit themselves. The course 
is applying the concept of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and thus is designed to empower the 
participating students to actively shape the society they live in, in a sustainable and creative way. It will start its 
test run this winter semester (November). 

As probably many of your projects, the BUP Module Pool has also slowed down during the Corona pandemic 
and many meetings have been postponed. However, we will keep working on step-by-step reaching our vision. 
If you are interested in joining the module pool with a course at your university, you have questions or you 
know of similar initiatives that you want to share with us, please contact Mirjam at: s-miweit@uni-greifswald.
de. 

Editors note: Mirjam Weituschat is the current 
BUP students representative and in this BUP 
Module Pool-project the project leader.

Text by: Mirjam Weituschat
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New Estonian National 
Centre and Centre Director
Since fall 2020, the BUP Estonian National Centre is established at Tallin 
University, under the leadership of Professor Helen Sooväli-Sepping. She 
is currently Vice-Rector for Sustainable Development at Tallin University, 
professor and head of the study area of Natural Sciences and Sustaina-
bility, coordinator of Master’s study programmes Urban Governance and 
Environmental Management.

Her research interests include impact of humans and nature in the urba-
nising world, communitarianism and involvement, environmental planning 
and sustainable development. Professor Helen Sooväli-Sepping has parti-
cipated in several international projects.  We believe that she will be an 
excellent addition to the work of the Baltic University Programme and 
we are looking forward to fruitful cooperation in the future.

Next year, in 2021, The Baltic University Programme has existed for 30 years. We want to 
commemorate and celebrate this in a number of ways. At the moment we focus on on-line 

events and material to highlight what has been achieved in terms of internationalization in practice between universi-
ties in the Baltic Sea Region during the past 30 years. 

One of the things we plan to realize is a series of space bridge events. These are a series of on-line seminars within 
the BUP themes. Please contact Pontus Ambros for more information.

We also plan to put together a book of BUP stories,  and invite people from our network to contribute with a 
story on a BUP event,  what impact BUP has had on their life, top three BUP events etc. We use storytelling as a 
method of telling people about BUP and inspiring towards sustainability. Please contact Ulrika Klintberg for more 
information. 

We will also hold a symposium in the end of August, 2021! The symposium will include activities connected to our 
BUP Themes, a research forum, conferences and networking opportunities. The more detailed planning will start soon.

As before, we invite you to contribute! We are first and foremost looking for researchers from our Participating 
Universities who would like to make a 15 minutes presentation on ongoing or recently conducted research findings, 

BUP30 years

Helen Sooväli-Sepping. Photocred: tlu.ee
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Retirements of colleagues 
in the BUP
The BUP organization continues to develop and grow, much thanks to the contribution of some of our 
most long-standing colleagues and Centre Directors; Berndt;  Alena and Tatjana. 

Tatjana Põlajeva har been the Estonian National Centre Director since 1993, and has contri-
buted into the Programme with her heartfelt personality and professional expertise in business 
administration. Colleagues and students have been enjoying her experience in organizing interna-
tional academic events and coordinating international projects.  As the Estonian National Centre 
Director she has delivered more than 20 international workshops and conferences as part of the 
BUP mission of sustainable development and education.  We are thankful for her commitment 
and for Euroacademy for hosting the National Centre during these years.

Alena Labodova has been the Centre Director for the Czech Republic since 
2008. With her proffessional expertise and angagement, she has faithfully and acti-
vely supported the local Czech BUP activities as well as te international projects. 
We are grateful to have had the opportunity to have her on board and wish her a 
happy retirement together with her beloved family.

Berndt Delakowitz has with generosity led the German BUP National Cen-
tre as Centre Director since 2008. He has worked tirelessly to expand the BUP 
network, and have been sharing his expertise, both in sustainability but also as a 
musician. Many BUP students have had the pleasure and opportunity to both lis-
ten to lectures but also musical performances.  As a professor of Environmental 
Management and with professional expertise in the fields of university teaching 
and training he has managed to inspire many students to a commitment to a more 
sustainable development. 

Thank you!
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About thirty students from the entire Baltic Sea Region met virtually 
for the three-day-long program in the middle of October 2020. Be-
sides attending the EU forum, they had an opportunity to meet and 
actively take part in our special BUP program a half day before and a 
half day after the EU event. 

As part of the organizing team – BUP Finland at Åbo Akademi Uni-
versity together with the secretariat at Uppsala University – it was 
a pleasure to welcome students from twenty different BUP member 
universities in ten countries (Belarus, Czech Republic, Finland, Ger-
many, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Slovakia and Sweden) to our 

delegation. Of course, there is a value in meeting in reality, but there is also an aspect of equality when no cost for 
travel is included.  This was the 11th Annual Forum of the EUSBSR, EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (https://www.
annualforum2020.eu/en/annual-forum-2020), which this time had the city of Turku as host and took place on the 20 
October 2020. The forum is a platform for politicians, researchers, NGO’s and business companies to meet and discuss 
the common future of the Baltic Sea Region. 

Our aim arranging a BUP student delegation to take part in the EUSBSR forum is to give an insight for the students 
to the collaboration and common work that take place within and between the states around the Baltic Sea. There is 
much going on also outside the academic world, and it is important to be aware of that. At events such as the EUSBSR, 
a diverse bunch of stakeholders come together. Therefore, it is a perfect arena for networking and gathering knowledge 
from new angels.  The theme of the Annual Forum was ”Our Region, Our Future – Towards a Decade of Innovation and 
Sustainability”. In total, the forum gathered almost 800 followers and consisted of a dense program of panel debates, 
speeches, workshops and networking opportunities.

All the arrangements and the program of the forum were very well adapted to the on-line format. Most of the organi-
zers were in Turku, but all the other contributors took part from their home countries, perhaps from their own homes.  
A special bonus for our delegation was that the BUP Director, Madeleine Granvik, was one of the panellists together 
with among others the Finnish Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Krista Mikkonen, at one of the plenaries. 
That gave BUP nice visibility in the EUSBSR.

During the latest months, we have learned how 
challenging it can be to sit alone by our computer 
and take part in webinars for a whole day, or even 
several days in a row. Therefore, I think that our 
common half days before and after the Forum 
was very valuable for our BUP participants.

We would have loved to welcome the BUP Student Delegation 
to Turku, but to meet virtually was a good compensation (photo 
Cecilia Lundberg).

A positive learning journey for the BUP-
Student Delegation at the EU’s Annual 
Forum for the Baltic Sea Region

About thirty students from twenty universities and ten countries in the Baltic Sea Region took 
part of our BUP Delegation (photo: Pontus Ambros).

“If BUP cannot bring the students to Åbo Akademi University, then we have to bring Åbo Akademi to them”.
So went my thoughts at the beginning of May, and this seemed to be both a Covid-safe and climate friendly way for 
students to interact and take part in our BUP student delegation at the EU’s Annual Forum for the Baltic Sea Region.

Text by: Cecilia Lundberg



The first day, a sustainable Baltic Sea
During our first day, the student delegation was offered a scientific background to various aspects of the Baltic Sea. 
Researchers from the strategic research profile The Sea at Åbo Akademi University (https://www.abo.fi/en/the-sea/) 
presented their work. The Baltic Sea was regarded from different angels when a marine biologist presented the ecolo-
gical state and the biological challenges, followed by two political scientists talking about the political governance of the 
Baltic Sea Region. From the perspective of industrial management, we got a presentation of the situation of sustainable 
shipping in the Baltic Sea. The day ended with a presentation including practical tips in how to communicate science to 
various groups of audience.

Our BUP student representatives at the international board, Mirjam Weituschat and Ellen Chkhitadze, had an important 
role in providing us with relaxing ice-breaking exercises and games to lighten up the program and to give the feeling of 
connection on distance.  A big thank to both of you for that!  

The final day, discussions among 
participating students
The third and last day was the most interactive 
and challenging for the students. The university 
teacher Johanna Lindström from international 
marketing at Åbo Akademi University is very 
experienced in “projectificating” her courses 
instead of traditional lecturing. Therefore, it was 
an honour for us in having Johanna as the faci-
litator of our workshop with the topic “What’s 
the next step to an innovative, sustainable and 
connected Baltic Sea Region?”

The students started to discuss the theme very 
broadly in smaller – but diverse seen from natio-
nality and field of study – groups. They have the 

responsibility themselves to choose an angel of their interest, it could be young people, bioeconomy, environment etc. 
When the discussions had started up, the challenge of the day was presented. The groups had about an hour to produce 
and present a 3-minute film on the suggested topic.

Outcomes of the delegation
It was inspiring to follow this process. The students worked at the task with positive energy and engagement. The result 
was also amazing: to see people that did not know each other previously to work together on distance and come up 
with brilliant films during a very limited amount of time!

If you are curious to see the films – they will be published at the BUP webpage and on 
our social media channels very soon.

The total number of applicants for our delegation was almost one hundred students. Due to the of the workshop, it 
impossible for us to welcome everybody this time. However, the number of interests clearly shows the need and wil-
lingness to broaden knowledge and create new contacts. Especially during times of social distances and locked down 
societies. Also, from the organizing side, this inspired us to arranging similar events in the future.

All the participants received a certificate, after successfully completed the three days of sessions, submitting a short 
reflection of their learning process,  and finished a short film together with other students about their experiences at 
the Annual Forum.
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The Annual Forum of EUSBSR was well organized with presentations and greetings of 
many stakeholders in the region. Here the Finnish Prime minister Sanna Marin (photo: 
Jaska Poikonen)

https://www.youtube.com/c/thebalticuniversityprogramme/videos
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Introduction of our BUP 
interns

I’ve started my internship at the BUP Coordinating Secretariat in Upp-
sala only a couple of days ago, received a warm welcome, and am really 
excited about the weeks to come! The Secretariat is working hard on 
a number of different tasks and projects and I’ve been invited to start 
participating in any and all that caught my attention. This is a new system 
of work for me; a freedom to choose and then come up with new ideas 
is quite a challenge but I feel it’s going to be fun and I can learn a lot!

Interning with BUP combines many things that I truly enjoy. I’ve been 
always interested in environmental issues and used to work for instan-
ce as a volunteer for Friends of the Earth Czech Republic, mainly as 
a translator. Then there’s my passion for internationalization. Two years 
ago it brought me to the University of Lapland, Finland, where I worked 
at the local Internationalization Services as an Erasmus+ intern. It was a 
fantastic experience that made me certain that I would like to pursue this career path.  I come from Ostrava, Czech 
Republic,  whose two universities participate in the BUP and I met there some very excited SAIL alumni that made 
the BUP sound like my dream organization. It’s great to be in this way a little bit closer to home. Currently finishing 
a Master’s in English Literature at Uppsala University and about to write my final thesis in the area of ecocriticism, 
I’m happy that thanks to BUP I can be in touch with the area of environmental research in a yet another way!

Marketa Tomaskova

I first became interested the Baltic University Programme (BUP) when I saw an 
offer to attend a conference on circular economy in Estonia. I did not hesitate 
to apply and I was fortunate enough to be accepted. During the conference, I 
learned about other events planned by BUP that I participated in; the Interna-
tional Sea Yawl Voyage in the Kaliningrad region and the summer school in Lviv, 
Ukraine. 

After finishing my master’s degree in Environmental management at the Facul-
ty of European studies and Regional Development at the Slovak University of 
Agriculture in Nitra, I took the opportunity to apply for an internship abroad 
using the Erasmus+ programme. I contacted the secretariat in Uppsala, where 
they were pleased with my interest and accepted me after an online interview. 
My interests are deeply connected to the BUP themes, mainly urban-rural development, sustainable societies, mobi-
lity and tourism. I am currently helping the coordinators to organize scientific conferences and cooperation events, 
which have moved mainly online due to health constraints. My goal for the next year is to apply myself in the region 
and in a field that can help all of us have more sustainable future in our shared region.  I am looking forward to 
meeting and collaborating with many of you on our planned online events and hopefully meeting some of you in 
person soon.

Dusan Balint
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The Baltic University Programme is delighted to announce that we have two new participating 
universities: V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University in Ukraine and Medical University of Gdansk 
in Poland.

V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University 
V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University is situated in north-eastern Ukraine 
and is lead by President Proffessor Vil S. Bakirov.  V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National 
University is one of the oldest universities in Eastern Europe. It was founded in 
November 1804. Currently, the University consists of 22 Schools and educa-
tional and research institutes. The University is one of the largest research cen-
tres in Ukraine. It covers research in many fields such as chemistry, biology, and 
astronomy, physics and engineering, and high technologies. There are 20.724 
degree seekers at the Schools connected to the V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National 
University, the Center for International Education, the Center for Pre-Univer-
sity Education: 16.260 students, 4.066 international students, 301 postgraduate 
and doctoral students. 438 doctors of sciences, professors, more than 1.274 
PhDs, associate professors take part in scientific research and training of specialists.  Among the Univer-
sity employees are 30 academicians and corresponding members of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine and branch academies.  The University actively participates in the World and European University 
Associations.

The Medical University of Gdansk
The Medical University of Gdansk (formerly Gdansk Medical Academy) is the 
largest medical academic institution in northern Poland. It educates more than 
5000 undergraduate and postgraduate students in four faculties. Rector of the 
Medical University of Gdansk is Professor Marcin Gruchała.
The faculties are:

• Faculty of Medicine
• Faculty of Pharmacy with Subfaculty of Laboratory Medicine
• Faculty of Health Sciences with Subfaculty of Nursing and Institute of 

Maritime and Tropical Medicine
• The Intercollegiate Faculty of Biotechnology of the University of 

Gdansk and the Medical University of Gdansk.

The Akademia Lekarska, upon which the Medical University of Gdansk rests, 
was founded on 8 October 1945. Its history is related to the tradition of medi-
cal practice of surgeons associated in the Surgeons Guild (active since 1454), as well as teaching and medical 
and scientific research, particularly in Gdańskie Gimnazjum Akademickie (Atheneum Gedanese) established 
in 1558. MUG is recognized nationally as one of the top universities in Poland and ranked internationally 
for clinical medicine. The university cooperates with more than 50 universities and scientific centers abroad. 
It exchanges students and teachers in the framework of the Lifelong Learning Programme and is an active 
member of many European organizations and institutions. It is a founding member of two regional organiza-
tions: ScanBalt and the Baltic Sea Region University Network.

New BUP Member Universities 



Have something to share? 
In order to make both the BUP secretariats and news from the BUP Participating Universities more visible and eas-
ier to access, we have started to send out via e-mail ”BUP weekly”, a short summary of upcoming events and news 
about research.  The BUP weekly will be sent out two times per month and will include three parts: BUP news, with 
activities and calls organized by BUP; Network news, with activities and calls from our Participating Universities 
and partners; Call for papers, a list of open calls from BUPRaP or other publication opportunities relevant for the 
region and the nine BUP Themes.

If you want to share something with the BUP network,  it will be included in this bulletin. The BUP Newsletter, will 
still be published four times per year, but will be focusing on more in depth news and reports from BUP events. In 
this way, we hope that we can make the information more accessible and reduce the amount of emails sent out on 
our list.  We hope you will enjoy it!

The BUP Mailing-list 
The BUP mailing-list (balticuniversity@lists.uu.se) has about 2,200 subscribers. Through the list, we distribute The 
BUP Newsletter, The BUP Weekly, The Research Notes Letter and other BUP announcements. If you want to sub-
scribe to the BUP mailing-list, simply send an email to sympa@lists.uu.se with an empty body.  In the subject line 
please write: SIGNON balticuniversity.

If you want to un-subscribe from the BUP mailing-list send an email to sympa@lists.uu.se with an empty body. In 
the subject line please write: SIGNOFF balticuniversity.
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The BUP Newsletter 
The BUP Newsletter publishes materials on the BUP,  it’s activities, and on sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region.  
The newsletter is published four times per year and distributed by e-mail through the Balticuniversity e-mailing-list. Com-
ments, contributions, tips, and ideas are as always welcome, please contact Ulrika Klintberg at ulrika.klintberg@balticuniv.
uu.se.

All previous issues of the BUP Newsletter are available online through our home page: https://www.balticuniv.uu.se/bup-re-
sources/. Editor of this issue: Ulrika Jansson Klintberg

Research profiles for a thriving 
BUP network
One of the main aims of The Baltic University Programme is to promote a strong regional and interdisciplinarity 
research communities in the fields of sustainable development. It is also is about leading to more visibility and coo-
peration among researchers.  We do so in several ways by: 

• Building research networks, categorized according to our ten research themes. 
• Coordinating publications and grant calls, through our BUP Research and Publication Office (BUPRaP). 
• Supporting mobility and training for young scholars 
• Supporting PhD supervisors through the Supervisor Collegium 
• Compiling peer reviewed articles, book chapters and thesis into a Research Notes Letter, that is published 

three times a year.
One way to lead to more visibility and to make networking easier among researchers in the Baltic University Pro-
gramme, is to present researchers on our web site.  This is done by short presentations of individual researchers.  
As a fellow researcher you are welcome to join the network of BUP researchers. This is of course, free of charge! 
There is room for many more, so take this opportunity to join the BUP researcher network by filling out the Re-
searcher Presentation Form.  Besides information, a photo of yourself is required, preferably in the jpg-format. You 
can, of course, at any time ask us to unpublish your information.
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The Baltic Sea Region, defined by the Baltic Sea Drainage Basin (black line) and the territories of the Baltic Sea States 
(white). Each red dot mark one or several Baltic University Programme participating universities. The blue dot with a 
red circle marks the location of the coordinating secretariat and the green dots with red circles marks the associate 
secretariats. Graphics by Pontus Ambros

The BUP logotype
The Baltic University Programme logotype. The logotype shows the earth and a 
satellite focusing on the Baltic Sea Region. This is our history, reflecting on how the 
BUP set up satellite TV arrangements in the early 1990’s.  An innovative approach 
to teaching and networking is as much part of our legacy as it is how we wish to 
continue working with our aims in the future.

The BUP map


